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Editorial 
ONE LIVE S and learn s. A very true saying, and one that certainl y 
applies in attempting to penetrate the realm s of editorship. La st issue 
it was thought that a superhuman effort on our part would re sult in 
a GA Z ETTE labelled July bein g in member s' hand s in that month, and 
we foolishly traded on that suppo sition . Not so- we n ow know 
that we are only one bit of the g reat publi shin g machin e, essential 
no doubt, but far, very far, fr om being the deciding facto r in the time 
of appearance of the GA ZE TT E . The lesso n has go ne home and our 
course is being shaped according ly, with our aim undet erre d. 

Some of our member s are beginning to creep into th e pages of the 
GAZETTE, not without a g reat deal of hesitati on on their par t and 
persist ent encouragement from us. W/ e hav e ventured to boldl y 
force them out of th eir anonymity, believ ing that it will arouse more 
per so nal interest and perhap s create contacts. \X1hether th ey can 
have the law on us for thi s we kn ow not and throw our selves entirelv 
on their merc y. It is in a goo d cau se, we plead. Materi al for th ~ 
GAZETT E mu st be in our hand s in the first week of the month pre­
ceding month of issue. 

We are changing the month s of issue of th e GAZETT E to February, 
May, August and ove mber from 19 5 1, and at the end of that year 
propose to hav e the first eight issues bound inexp ensiv ely if there is 
any demand from memb ers who want to keep all back number s. 

This Oct ober issue is a bumper number just to round off our first 
year and g ives you pictur es of an histor ical eve nt. If we are w ell 
support ed, w e hop e to now and aga in repea t the Yentur e until mor e 
page s and picture s become part of eve ry GA ZE TTE printed. 

You wi ll find a renewal form for membership and GAZETTE 

sub scripti ons in thi s issue. Fill it in and send it off to us, or)'o11r Branch 
Secretmy , now. lt will ge t lost, o r yo u will fo rge t about it , if yo u 
delay. \Ve are still receivin g half-crowns for th e 1950 members hip 
sub scription s, which became du e 1st J anuary last, and far, far too 



many members have not eve n yet remembered I It makes the record­
keeping very difficult, as you will rea lize if you give it one thought. 
Half a crown is much more difficult to bear in mind than half a guinea, 
but that remedy would not commend itself to many! We have tried 
something else this time by giving yo u the opportunity to fill in the 
form for one, two, three or as many years as you wish. We wou ld 
have liked to introduce a Banker's Order form, but our bankers say 
that it is not a suitab le method for the payment of such small amounts. 
We hope members will note and be duly gratefu l, and remember that \". 
the Associa tion has to run on these small amounts. Post your renewal 
forms today. 

Middle East Visitor 
Brigadier A. Thomson, C.B.E ., R.R.C., K.H.N.S., Matron-in­

Chief and Dir ector of Army Nursing Services, was due to leave 
London by air on the 25th September for an extensive tour of the 
Middle East. 

She proposes to visit all milit ary hospitals in Malta, Tripolitania, 
Cyrenaica, Cyprus, Egypt, Asmara, Khartoum and East Africa, and 
to meet all Q.As. serving in these areas . 

She will be accompanied by Colonel A. S. Watson, R.R.C., D eputy 
Dir ector of Army Nursing Services, Middle East Land Forces, during 
the tour, with the exception of East Africa, when she will be accom­
panied by the Assistant Dir ector of Army Nursing Services of that 
Command, Lieut.-Colonel N . P. de B. Bampton, R.R.C. 

Brigadier Thomson will be away until the middle of November. 

Korea 
It has been decided to send additional Army nurses to the Far 

East . Q.As. will be sailing shortly, if they have not already left before 
this is in print, to nurse the sick and wounded British officers and men 
from Korea. 

Numerous inquiries from app licants for Q.A.R.A.N.C. commis­
sions have been received by the D. A.N.S. since the Korean campaign 
started . The Nursing Corps is still very much below strengt h. 

Field of Remembrance 
The Q.A. Association has accepted the commitment of arrang ing 

for this year's tribute to members of the Army Nursi ng Services on 
the Empire Field of Remembrance at Westminster Abbey, 8th to 
16th November inclusive. The opening Service is at 12 noon on 
Wednesday, the 8th, after which the Association represen tatives will 
plant their crosses. It is hoped that as many members as possible 
will atten d weari ng medals and their Association badge. 
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Queen Alexandra Camp 
THE 1 3 eh September, , 9 5 o, will be remembered as a very especial date 
in the history of th e Q. As., the day on which the ceremony of th e 
official opening of Q.A.R.A.N.C. Depot and Training Estab lishm ent 
took place on the parade ground of Ontario Camp, Hindhead. The 
weather was kind in that it did not rain, but th e cold wind blowing 
reminded Q.A s. that now the y were a Corps of the Army they mu st 
prove their militar y toughnes s. Incidentally their friends and well 
wishers, the 500 spectators, had to share the pen etrating breeze. It was 
more than wort h that inc onvenience. There were no others, for the 
who le function ran smoothly and easi ly, an outstanding exam ple of 
excellent admin istration with foresight and much hard work on the 
part of the D epot team . 

The ceremony commenced at 3 p.m. by the three companies of the 
D epot and Training Establi shment marching on parade to the Band 
of th e R. A.M.C. : H.Q. Company (24 men of the R.A .M. C.), 
Officers' Training Company, Q.A.R.A. .C. (24), and the Recruit 
Training Company, Q.A.R.A. .C. (3 7). The three companies were 
commanded by Q.A.R.A. .C. officers, Capt. A. A. Nichol, Capt. 
M. M. Mount, and Capt. M. J. Scannel, respectively. 

Major E. M. Turner, M.B.E., R.R.C., Q.A.R.A.N.C., was Parade 
Commander, with Adjutant Capt. M. M. Church, Q.A.R.A.N.C., and 
R.S.M. A. L. Underwood, R. A.M.C. 

The Adjutant-Genera l's arrival followed and was received with a 
general salut e, after which he in spected the parade and returned to the 
saluting base to declare the Q.A.R.A. .C. Depot and Training 
Establishment open, whi le the Corps flag , flown for the fi.rst time in our 
history, fluttered out in the breeze displaying the old Q.A.l.M.N.S. 
colours, chosen by Queen Alexandra in 1904 for the cap badge ribbon, 
with the new Queen Alexandra's Ro yal Army ursin g Corps badge 
superimp osed in the centre of the flag in gold and silver with the 
lettering in black. Th e Adjutant-General gave th e information that the 
name of the Camp was to be changed from Ontario Camp to Queen 
Alexandra Camp . 

r\ Serv ice of Dedication beginning with the l ational Anthem 
fo llowed, conducted by the Chaplain-General, Canon F. L. Hughe . 

Th e pre sentation of medals and awards by the Adjutant-General 
came next. The first recipient wa s R.S.l\ L Underwood, Long Serv ice 
and Good Cond uct Medal. Th en followed two awards of a ilver 
compact to the best all-round stud ent on Basic Course l o. 1 1, Lieut. 
J. M. Brooks, and a leather writing case to th e best all-round recruit 
so far enlisted, Pri vate J. L. Reeve. The wsing 11Iirror gave the se 
two awards . Lastly, th e very first Q.r\. recruit, Private A . Catherall 
P / 10 0000 1, was presented with a memento, a small clock, from the 
Depo t officers. 
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Then came another historical moment. The parade marched past the 
saluting base in line to the strains of the Q.A .R.A.N .C. march, "Grey 
and Scarlet," play ed for the first time in pub lic. Thi s march was 
arranged by Capt. Brown, Director of Mu sic, R.A .M.C. , from th e 
sugges tion s given by Profe sso r A . Lewi s, of th e Barb er ln stitute of 
Fine Ar ts, Birmin gham University, and memb ers of the Q.A.R.A. .C. 
Depot Staff. 

The bri sk martial them e of Purcell' s "King Ar thur" is followed by 
the qui et, peaceful note of the traditional air, " The Gentle Maiden ." 
The sharp contrast of tun e illustrate s the dua l role of the Q.A. within 
th e Army structur e, woven ine xtricabl y by histor y int o the pattern of 
their life. 

The Band swun g into th e tune of the Grenadier Guard s while th e 
parade advanced in review order for the general salute, after which 
with the parade standin g at ease the Adjutant-General addressed the 
assembl ed company. The Adjutant-General expressed appreciation 
of the work of the Q .A., spoke of the obstacles surmounted in their 
recent reor ga nization, thanked those who had g iven such un stinting 
help, prai sed tho se respon sible for the organization of th e parade and 
tho se taking part, and spoke encouraging words to tho se first recruit s 
of a Nursing Corps. He said that it was the first time he had taken the 
salute at a parade of men and women together and he congratulated the 
Commandant, Colonel E. M. B. D yso n, up on the succe ss of her 
command . He spoke of our beloved Colonel-in-Chief, Queen Mary's 
unfailin g inter est in all that concerned Q.A s., and said that it would be 
the wish of everyone present that a mes sage of loyalty should be sent 
to Her Majesty from th e ga thering. Sir Jame s Steele throu ghout hi s 
addre ss never once forgot the true aim of the Q.A s., to brin g to th e 
men and women of th e Army ski lled nur sing care wherever they may 
he and to ensure that nuning as a profe ssion shal l be recognized within 
the Army by becoming an integral part of its militar y structure. 

Finall y, the Band of th e R.A.M.C. leadin g , th e parade marched off 
the gro und to th e lilt of "Grey and Scarlet." The guests, full of admi ra­
tion, were taken to the D epot Mess, beautifully adorned with flowe rs, 
where an extremel y goo d and temptin g tea was serve d amid st excited 
chatterin g Q.As. and their friend s. 

The Commandant received many con gratul ation s on what she had 
achieved. Major E . M. Turner was praised on all sides for her con­
trolled dignified command of the parad e. 

All who took part on parade and behind the scene s are to be con ­
gra tulated but one cou ld not help but remember that th ese two had 
bee_n throu gh much as P.O.W. and it was goo d to see them prominently 
takrn g the lead on such an hi storic occasion. A nother P.O.\'v'., 
Major T. 0. Si~den,_ R.A.M.C., as Quartermaster, ha s been guide, 
philosopher, cnt1c, fn end to the Depot throu gh its teethin g difficulties 
and the staff th ere would not think this record complete if his name wa s 
not brou ght in. 
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It should be ment ioned to th eir credit that of th ose on para de the 
officers in tr ainin g had been at the Camp only thirt y days, th e recruit s 
from a for tnight to a m onth . 

After tea many guests wa ndered ro und th e differe nt departm ent s of 
th e D epo t ask ing innum era ble qu estions. Gr amoph one recor ds of 
" G rey and Scarlet" we re ava ilable for th ose who desired to mak e th e 
purch ase. It cos ts 17s. 6d. Inquiri es were made as to wh eth er th ere 
is a score fo r th e piano but at p rese nt it is only writt en fo r a milit ary 
band. 

Genera l Sir J ames Steele, th e Adjut ant-G eneral, will not for get thi s 
para de. It was hi s last public engage ment befo re retir ement and as he 
was dri ve n slow ly away th ro ugh lines of Q. A. and R.A .M .C. th e band 
played "A uld Lang Syne." It is doubtful if th e D epot staff bade goo d­
bye to some of th eir oth er admirin g friends befor e midni ght, but 
when th ey were allowed to retire it mu st have been with a so lid feeling 
of sati sfacti on. Somethin g att empt ed-so methin g done. 

W e wh o have th e honour to belong to the Qu een A lexandr a' s 
Roya l Ar my N ur sing Cor ps th ro ugh its Asso ciation, have ever y 
reaso n to be p ro ud of th e Cor p s D epot and Trainin g Es tabli shm ent. 
and we can have eve ry confidence th at nu rsing hi sto ry is bein g built 
worth y of our pas t t raditi ons. It is felt th at th e Asso ciati on should 
mak e so me prese ntation to th e Depot. 1t will be recalled th at we made 
a gift to th e Vict ory (Ex-Se rvices) Club. No w it is the D epot of our 
serving memb ers with which we mu st link th e Assoc iati on th rough . 
some per manent expr ession of our goo d wishes. Our choice is wid e 
as th ere is much a new regimental D epot requir es and eve n more still 
th at th ey might desire to po ssess . 

Q.A.R.A.N.C. Sports 
News frol/J H amburg 

Last yea r's winn er of th e Medfo rth Cup, Lieut. R . M. Burn side, 
Q. A .R. A .N .C., particip ated in th e B.A .0.R . T enni s Champi onship 
held at H ambur g fr om 3fd to 8th Jul y, 1950. 

A ve ry high stand ard of play and goo d sp or tsman ship were seen 
throu ghout th e tourn ament. Our repr esentative , after a hard-fou ght 
battl e, los t in th e ladies' sing les. 

Later in th e champi onship s, howeve r, Lieut. Burn side, with her 
pa rtner Mr s. Finl ayso n (wife of Lieut.- Co lonel W. F . Finla yson , 
R. A .D.C., also of B.M.H., H ambur g) carri ed off th e ladie s' doubl es . 
Thi s we ll dese rved vict o ry did much to alleviate th e disapp ointment 
felt here at th e failu re of Lieut. Burn sicle to retain th e Medforth Cup. 
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Musing on Matrimony 
DR ESSE D in my best utilit y and deco rated with th e p rover bial A~wer , 
L procee ded on my way to att end th e weddin g of a nur se fri end. 
Mos t unu sual fo r me, I eve n too k a taxi, and th at was after th e fa res 
went up too , but as I fe lt a rea l dog that day I willin g ly spent th e 
half-crow n plus th reepe ni;:e. 

\Xlith the mistake n idea th at I was creatin g an im pression, I arrive d 
with g reat dignit y at a chur ch, and, afte r ask ing th e usher if thi s was 
Mr. So and So's weddin g and rece iving an answe r in th e affirm ative, 
[ so lemnl y too k my place in a pew . Th en I looke d round at th e oth er 
guests, a most unl ady like thin g to do of course, but it was for tun ate on 
thi s occas ion th at I had a lapse and allowe d myself to reve rt to type, as 
[ sudd enly discove red th at l was att endin g th e we ddin g of th e wro ng 
Mr. So and So ! T he result was pa nic and it too k a grea t deal of 
self-co nt ro l not to run out of th e chu rch. H owever , I succeeded in 
retainin g the dignit y with whi ch I had ent ered and in keepin g th e 
move ment of my limb s at slow mot ion until I pa ssed th ro ugh th e doo r; 
th en I ran, tum bled into anoth er taxi-o ne and six thi s tim e pl us 
th reepence of course - and eve ntu ally arri ved at th e right weddin g . 
By thi s tim e I was late and th e brid e was th ere before me, so I had to 
creep in very qui etly and take an inco nsp icuous seat at th e back of th e 
chur ch . So much for my gra ndi ose ideas and it se rves me right . 

J\ t th e recep tion, which was every thin g a we ddi ng rece pti on shou ld 
he, 1 came all over sentim ent al and ju st could not take my eyes off th e 
br idegroo m. H e was th e co mplete answer to a ma iden's p rayer. 
After I had gazed my full, emitt ed many sighs for los t opp o rtuniti es, 
1 came back to ea rth and th ought of a corres pond ence which was in one 
of th e Lo nd on eve nin g pape rs so me tim e ago, and won dered if th e 
br idegroo m had noticed it . 

A miserab le and appare ntl y unfo rtunate hu sband said th at nin e out 
of ten nur ses made useless wives . \X/hy he had co ntinu ed marry ing 
th em so frequ entl y or wh eth er it was hi s first or tenth which prove d 
finally to do credit to her profess ion was not stated. Possess in g 
eve ry fault fo und in woma n sin ce th e creation of Eve, nin e of th e ten 
were lazy, bad cooks, careless, untid y housew ives, with matern al 
instin cts ap pare ntl y enti rely absent. Nee dless to say, th e wr iter did not 
ge t away with it . By th e tim e th e co rr espond ence finished he tru ly 
dese rved some pit y as he mu st have felt th e m eanest of w orm s. Th e 
replies w ritt en by many of th e mo re for tun ate hu sba nd s, wh o we re 
obv iously very happil y marr ied to nurses and und oubt edly co nt ent 
with th e1r lot, shou ld have made him go to ear th and remain buried for 
eve r in spite of th e most refresh ing rainfalls. 

M AR GA RET B. C LEL L AN D . 
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Neu1s Notes from the Branches 
OUR persistence in retaining the above head ing is justified. There are 
two Branches now. The Austra lian Branch ha s been set up with 
effect from 1st September, 1950. There were nineteen actual members 
at that date and severa l others in the offing, th eir appl ication forms 
being on the way. Miss Mavis Avery is appointed H o norary Secretary 
temporarily until suc h t ime as she can gat her th e members together to 
elect th eir Committee and officia ls. There is no news from A ustrali a 
as a Branch oth er than their formation . Ther e cou ld not be in th e 
time, but you wi ll find interesting extracts from M iss Avery's lett er in 
Corresponde nce. 

Everyo ne will be delighted to welcome No. 2, th e A ustrali an Br anch, 
and send them greet in gs and good wishes . 

The Scottish Branch has not sent us any news in tim e for this issue. 
Probab ly, lik e some ot her people, the y do not rea lize how ea rly 
material must be in the Editor's h and s to be in time for pub licat io n. 
We know that they have incr eased th eir membership from the seve nt y 
at their forma tion to one hundred . One hundr ed Scots can safely be 
left to work out their ow n salvati on as a Branch ! 

o . 3- to be-is well on the way . It will represent for us the same 
area as that covered by the Birmin gham R.H. A . of th e Na tion al 
Health Scheme. The inaug ura l me etin g is to be held at 2.30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, 1st Nove mber, at the Co llege of ur sin g Club, 
Birmingham. 

Members' Reunion 
THE R eunion at the Roya l Horticultura l Society's Old Hall, on 
Saturday, 2nd September, was very much enjo yed by th ose attendin g . 
They were fewer in numb ers than last year, 386 against 608, and such is 
the perversity of circumstance s that because of the crush last year we 
provided accommoda tion for 500 this time with the add ed ame niti es of 
chairs and tables and, of course, had to g uar antee th e catering bil l for 
that number. Conse qu en tly we are aga in out of pocket over it, eve n 
though Miss Rou t took the Centra l Committee's warning to h ear t and 
charged one shi llin g more than before for th e tick ets. For her comfort 
let us announce that at the function 145 badges were so ld, sixty-five 
orders for the GAZETTE were received and forty-five new members 
registered. Apparen tly a case of what o ne loses on th e swin gs bei ng 
gained on the roundabouts, but we of course would like it both ways. 
Association members owe a debt of grat itud e to Miss Ro ut for her 
indefatigab le efforts on their behalf. There are man y ups and dow ns in 
preparing for a function of thi s sor t and so me of the difficulti es 
encountered take not a littl e sur mo untin g. 
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Th e ge neral conc ensus of opini on seems to give th e palm to last 
year's eve nt , but with out a doubt thi s par ty was enjoye d too. Ma ny 
memb ers had tra ve lled fr om long distances to be prese nt. A few were 
most disapp oint ed not to meet some par ticular fri end th ey had hoped 
to see, th ough usually th ey fou nd other well remembered faces. 
On e or two said they had not seen a so ul th ey knew . It is ve ry difficult 
to find a really co nsoling reply to such a woe ful plaint, but th e smilin g 
faces and th e din of chatt er prove d that it was far fro m the ge nera l 
expe n ence. 

On e of our Prin cess Chri stian Reserve members was present and 
enjoye d th e scene and th e defere nce paid her. Miss Roy , Chairman of 
the Scotti sh Branch, wa~ among the Central Com mittee members 
who were all labelled to act as hostesses . W e think next time everyone 
should bear a name disc boldl y lett ere d. It wou ld settl e iden tity 
uncertainti es and help the bashful. Th ere are some still ! 

A handful of br ave hu sband s escort ed th eir wives an d, as the party 
settl ed int o it s st ride, became eloqu ent and complacent, com paring 
themselves with th eir defaultin g fellows wh o had not put in an appea r­
ance. Th ey enjoyed it we feel su re. T wo of th em had a littl e reu nion 
on their own , sudd enly greetin g each oth er as o ld frie nd s of stude nt 
days with as much gusto as any of the war reuni ons go ing on all roun d 
them. 

A plea came fr om th e north to hold a reuni on th ere. T hi s idea of 
br anch es sponsor ing such a functi on has been prev iously di scussed and 
has much to comm end it. Tim e will show what can be done. T he 
seed is sown . 

Correspondence 
ONE of our memb ers, M iss Id a Humfr ey, writ es as follows : 

I was ve ry int erested in the acco unt of the Old Cont emptib les 
Association Reuni on give n in th e Jul y GAZETTE. l am a ho lder of the 
, 914 Star and was up at Amiens with No . 7 Ge nera l durin g the 
retr eat from M ons. \X'hen l re tired in 19 3 1 and came to live in Bath 
the Old Co ntemptibl es Assoc iation we re just startin g a branch there. 
Th ey were most anxious th at th e Ma tro n of the Or th op~d ic Hospita l 
and l should become membe rs of the Associa tion-bu t it was no t 
possible as we co uld not wea r th e Rose (Bar). T his I can exp lain by 
saying th at when I wa s in G ermany about 19 20-2 I, an or der came out 
to G. H.Q. signed by Win ston Chu rchill to th e effect that n o woman 
was entitl ed to wea r th e 19 14 " Rose." It was st rict ly co nfined to 
officers and men " within so und of the enemy's g uns." \'(/ell, we were 
at A mrens- but 1, who had up to th e tim e th is order was received 
bee~ pro udl y wearing th e " Rose" on my ribbon, was ordered by a 
senior officer to take it dow n ! Of course I did, at once-b ut almost 
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with tears. l'd been so pr oud of it . Somehow, l cann ot think thi s o rder 
(of which I hav e a copy and will send it to you if you wish) was 
ge nerally carri ed out , as I have met various nur sing sisters who did 
not kn ow of it. 

lf 1 had been well I should have bee n at the Albert Hall Reuni on­
but only as a Pat ro n of the Bath Branch Old Co ntemptibl es ' Assoc ia­
tion, and not anythin g to do with my nur sing reco rd ! \X/ho th e nur ses 
we re or , rath er, who the nur ses takin g part po rtraye d, 1 cann ot imag ine. 

* * * * 
Th e GAZETTE is loo ked for wa rd to by all in my Mess at any rate. 

W e enjoy it! I perso nally like its gaily co loured cove r. lt is us, our 
Service, and one think s back on so man y pleasant thin gs th at have 
happ ened durin g our own tim e of serving- the pleasant littl e thin gs . 
On joinin g th e Service to be met at th e stati on by anoth er Q .A . who 
says she's g lad yo u have arrive d, has a taxi wa itin g and hopes you ha ve 
had a pleasant journ ey. Th ese meetin gs stopp ed du ring th e wa r year s 
with th e unc ertaint y of tr ains, and now th e ind ependent youn g thin gs 
wo uld consider th emselves tr eated as schoo l childr en. l think of th e 
vase of flowers in our roo ms on return from leave or joinin g a new 
stati on- the friendl y perso nal touch . I think of bathin g in th e Suez 
Canal at Ferr y Post before th e war, wav ing to th e brid ge of th e P . & 0. 
o r O rient steam ers and our mail in th e Mess on our return. 1 think of 
many station s abroad and, oh, how 1 think of the sight of En gland and 
Plymouth H oe from th e deck of th e ship brin ging us back home ! 
Hom e ! Wh at do the y kn ow of E ngland wh o only En gland kn ow ? 

I think of journ eys in our ambulanc es with th e E ighth A rm y in 
Tuni sia, th e nar row roa ds with min efields eith er side, bull y beef and 
biscuit s and flies, the kind peo ple we met, th e ex~itement wh en our 
Kin g was comin g to inspect th e Di vision, th e excitement of th e Sisters 
wh en l was pr esented. 1 think of th e famili es returnin g to th eir homes 
walkin g th rough the min efields, wife first thi s time, then donkey, th en 
hu sband, in case a min e should go off! 

I think -o h, 1 think 1 mu st away to the post. 
CONSTANCE M ABEL Bo i,;E 'HAM. 

* * * * 
1 am one of your memb ers-e lderly, a g randm oth er, with a young 

heart and a willin g one. If I can assist at any tim e 1 shall be only too 
please d. I like our G AZETTE ve ry mu ch and send thi s littl e remini scence 
fo r it. Durin g the 1914- 18 war I was att ached to th e 31st G eneral, 
Po rt Said . It was a rath er crud e emerge ncy hospit al conv erted, if 1 
rememb er rightl y, fr om a large factory or "wo rk s." Particul arly I 
rememb er one lad, ill so long with acut e peritoniti s, and it was so ve n · 
hot th at I frequ entl y lifted him out of bed to turn his mattr ess. He wa·s 
we ll and trul y spoilt. Th e tim e cam e for his di schar ge and J asked him 
to w rite to me when he go t home. He did , and I was delighted to ge t 
hi s lett er telling me all his news and endin g up with "Yo ur lov ing bed 
co mp anion, etc." HILDA Sw1NDALL. 

J O 
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Miss MaYis Yery writ es from Melbo urn e, A ustralia : 

E ach year since our return (last fo ur years) I have ga th ere d th e 
Q .As. toge ther and we have had a Reuni on Dinn er. I might say th at 
thi s Reuni on Dinn er is a gra nd success and seve ral memb ers tra ve l 
many miles fr om the count ry to be pr esent that night. We talk of th e 
gra nd tim es we had in the Service and of th e man y, many delightful 
friend s and acqu aint ances we made-a nd many a laugh is had ove r th e 
various epi sodes which befell us whil st serving abroa d. A t th e dinn er 
held on 21 st April, 1950, there were thirt y-th ree ex- Q. As . p rese nt , 
amon gst th em being so me E nglish girl s who have recentl y come to 
Austr alia . 

Th ere is an E dith Cave il Memorial at which a service is held each 
Anzac D ay and va riou s wo men 's Services place a wr eath. F or year s 
Austr alian Q .As. of th e 1914 - 18 war have laid a wreath on beh alf of 
th ose wh o los t th eir lives- now th e old Q. As . have decid ed th at our 
ge neration shall carry on th e honou r-so thi s yea r I plac ed the wreath 
on behalf of th e Q .As. W e have decided th at each one wi ll take it in 
turn to plac e th e wreath for th e futu re . 

If you can, please give my very kind est regar ds to Miss Helen 
Gill espie, Miss Lawfor d and M iss Mildr ed Har ris. 

Regular Army Reserve of 
Ojicers 

IN th e Jul y GAZETTE th e altern atives availabl e to T. A.N .S. nur sing 
officers were bri efly set out. In thi s issue inf orm ation is give n abo ut th e 
Reg ular Ar my Reserve of O fficers for th e benefit of our me mb ers who 
were Q. A. Reg ular or Reserve nur sing officers. 

Th e Reg ular Arm y Reserve of Officers co nsists of retire d Reg ular 
officers wh o received a g ratuit y or reti red pay and are compul sory 
memb ers, and of other officers who did not receive such gra tuit y or 
retired pa y and are vo lunt ary memb ers . 

As . a result of th e fo rmation of Qu een Alexand ra's Roya l Ar my 
ursrng Corp s as a Cor ps of the Ar my, it has been decided to in vite 

wo men officers wh o served in th e Q .A .I. M .N. S., Q. A. I. M .N.S . (R) 
or Q. A. R.A.N.C. to join the Reg ular Arm y Reserve of Officers 
(R. A .R.O. ) as vo luntar y memb ers. 

Thi s app <;>intm ent of wo men officers to th e R. A .R.O . is designed 
to make_ availabl e a numb er of wo men officers wh o are pr epared to join 
for serv ice at home or abroa d at a time of national emerge ncy o r when 

II 



such emergency appears to be imminent. They will be liable to be 
called up without notice. 

Voluntary member s of the R. A .R.O. may normally resign at any 
time, except during a war, on giving notice of such re signa tion to 

the Army Council. 

T .A.N.S . nursing officers are ineligible for R.A.R.O. Ex-nursing 
officers who have children under school leavin g age may not join 
R.A.R.O. unless they can show that, in the event of their call-up, 
suitable arrangements can be made for the care of the childr en . 

Nursing officer s with 14 years ' reckonable service will be appointed 
in the rank of Major; with G years' service, Captain. Le ss than G years' 
Lieutenant, unles s temporary rank of Matron or Senior Commander 
has been held, in which case the sub stanti, ·e rank of Captain will be 
granted. 

Uniform and equipment will be issued to officers appointed, with an 
allowance for articles not in issue from public stocks. 

Age limits for joining are 54 for Lieutenant -Co lonel s, Q.A.R.A.N.C. , 
and 5 2 for Major or below. Women officers will be removed from 
the Regular Ar my Reserve of Officers on attaining th e following ages : 
Brigadier or Colonel, Go; Lieutenant-C olo nel, 5 7 ; 1fajors and belo~ ·, 

5 5 · 
It is hoped that as man y nursing officers as po ssible will join th e 

Territorial Army (Q.A.R.A. .C./T.A.). Thi s implies carrying out the 
duties of an officer of the T. A . and undertaking the 8 day s' training in 
camp each year. Members of the R. A.R.O. are not required to train 
in peace-time. If you are a relea sed officer and cannot or do not wish 
to join the Q .A .R. A.N.C. (T.A.), but do desire to serve again in an 
emergency, you are invited to make application to the Under Secretary 
of State, AMD4, The \Xlar Office, to join the Reg ular Army Reserve 
of Officers. 

I 8th General Hospital 
"T he Story of the 18th General Ho spital, 1939-45, " is a boo k th at 

many of our members will desire to purcha se. It is beautifull y go t up, 
it is well written and contain s many photo g raph s. 

Copies may be obtained from Lieut.-Colonel T. P. Pratt, Harewood 
Barrack s, \Jv'oodhouse Lane, Leed s, 2, at the co st of 3s. Gd. per copy. 

Gale & Po lden Lt d., Th e \\' ellin gton Pn •,s .. -\.ldershot. -259 4-M. 
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Adtnission of Retired Ojicers 
to Military Hospitals 

THE following notification has been received from th e War Office: 

Und er the Nat iona l Health Service Act, 1946 (and the oth er Ac ts 
relevant to Scotland and orthern Ir eland), all civilians resident in 
U .K. became enti tled, from 5th July, 1948, to free hospital treatment 
in National Health Service Hospitals. Under arra ngemen ts since made 
by the Service D epartmen ts with th e Health D epartment, free treat­
ment in Service Hospitals is also made ava ilable to civilians in certain 
cases . 

Retired and released officers, since they fall under the headin g of 
civilians, are therefore notified that they may be admi tted to military 
hospita ls as fo llows : 

(a) In th e case of retired officers requ irin g treatment for disability 
for which th ey are in receipt of disabi lity retir ed pay, by th e 
author ity of the D.D.M. S. Command, on receipt of a direct 
app lication by the individual concerned or by the doctor treating 
his case . 

(b) In cases other than (a) above : 

(i) In emergency, on author ity of O.C. hospital, who must 
obtain subsequent approva l and covering authority from 
the A. D .M.S. Di strict. 

(ii) In other cases, by authority of A .D. M.S. Di strict, on 
receipt of an app licatio n from the Senior Administrative 
Medical Officer of the Regional Hospital Board. 

(Note with regard to cases under (b) :-Owing to the present 
shor tage of Q .A. R.A. .C. officers the number of beds that can be 
adequate ly maintained by military hospitals is so limit ed that cases of 
chronic illn ess cannot be admitted to military hospitals.) 
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